29.
The Mountains and Valleys of Faith

 

It’s both fun and amazing to watch a child grow. Those first wobbly steps. Those adorable, slobbery coos that become baby talk and then turn into hilarious questions. The toddler slowly morphs into a little boy. Adolescence abruptly transforms the gangly girl into a beautiful young woman. 

 

This herky-jerky path to physical maturity, sometimes imperceptible, sometimes dramatic, unfolds differently in every life. Remember the kid who started shaving at age 12 or the girl who grew six inches in one summer? 

 

Guess what? The same principle is at work in the spiritual realm. Each believer in Jesus, each “new creation in Christ” finds himself or herself on a unique journey to maturity. No two of us follow the same itinerary. You may be making minimal progress across a deep valley at the same time a friend is charging up a great mountain. Why can’t you understand or do what someone else can understand or do? 

 

The answer is found in a letter the apostle Paul once wrote to a group of Christians in the city of Corinth. Reminiscing about his ministry there, the apostle Paul declared, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).

 

There it is . . . the answer to this whole mystery of growth. God causes it. He makes it happen according to his unique timetable for your life. We do our part—we study his Word, we work to obey and serve him. But can we really change ourselves? No. He is the one who brings about true maturity in our hearts.

 

So don’t be discouraged if you feel like you’re not growing as fast as someone else. Trust his wisdom. Submit to his plan. And then, sit back, and enjoy the journey.

 

Read about the apostle Paul’s own spiritual journey through continual ups and downs (2 Corinthians 6:3-10).

 

What plan have you made to stay in the journey toward Christian maturity? What is your part? What is God’s responsibility? 

 

“You may . . . discover that what you needed to do to grow at one stage of your Christian development may not be the same as what you need now. For instance, perhaps what you needed at the earliest stage of your Christian experience was to sit and soak up truth. But now perhaps the most helpful ingredient in your growth is some form of service or sharing that truth.” —Gary Dausey
