27.
Fellowship 

 

The noted Swiss psychiatrist Paul Tournier once remarked, “There are two things we cannot do alone. One is to be married and the other is to be a Christian.”

 

Apparently, a lot of folks haven’t heard of Mr. Tournier or else they don’t understand or “buy” what he says. Look around. What you’ll discover is a boatload of individuals who view the spiritual life as a private matter, an exercise in individuality. “I can worship on my own . . . I don’t need church . . . I’m not into ‘organized religion.’ ” Contrast this state of affairs with the analogy the apostle Paul used to describe the church:

 

“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others” (Romans 12:4-5 New Living Translation).

 

Wow! Obviously God never intended for us to function independently, but, rather, to live interdependently. He created Christians to be one body—connected together, sharing life together, working together as a single unit, under a single head (Jesus Christ).

 

If that’s true (and it is if you believe the Bible!), church involvement is not, as some argue, optional or unnecessary. Rich involvement with other believers is essential. God’s will is for us to worship, receive instruction, fellowship, and reach out together. 

 

And being unattached to a local body of believers isn’t a good thing . . . anymore than a severed hand or toe is a good thing! 

 

If you’re not plugged into a good church, find one where you can hear God’s Word taught. Find some believers who will help you grow, and who can benefit from the God-given abilities you possess. That’s what church fellowship is—loving and being loved, serving and being served, and all the while, reaching out to those who don’t yet know Jesus.

 

Read a concise description of the early church in Acts 2:42-47.

Have you found a fellowship or group where you can be accountable? 

“Healthy spiritual growth requires the presence of the other—the brother, the sister, the pastor, the teacher. A private, proudly isolated life cannot grow. The two or three who gather together in Christ’s name keep each other sane. Spiritual growth cannot take place in isolation. It is not a private thing.” —Eugene Peterson
