23.
Ways God Answers Prayer

 

A man goes on a long trip. When he returns, his children leap at him and dig in his pockets, eagerly asking, “Whadja bring me?! Whadja bring me?!” Not so the man’s wife. She couldn’t care less about some trinket. She throws herself into his embrace. He is the real prize. 

 

Why the different responses? In a word, maturity. 

 

This same phenomenon is at work in the spiritual realm, too. New believers often get so preoccupied with “answers” to prayer, they forget the point of connecting with God through prayer. Prayer is our acknowledgement and enjoyment of God. We speak to him and listen to him and linger in his presence because he is the deepest desire of our true hearts. We might wish for a better situation or a certain material possession, but God himself—not an answer from God—is what we really need above all else.

 

The apostle Paul urged Christians to “pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests” (Ephesians 6:18). In other words, it’s okay to offer up prayers for “stuff.” But remember that no matter how God answers those requests, the fact is, the good news is, you are getting to interact with the Creator!

 

If God says “Yes” to your prayer request, you might not know why He said “yes” but your response should be one of thanksgiving and gratitude. If God responds “No,” you can shake your head in puzzlement, but at the same time, by faith, thank him for wisely protecting you from pain you can’t see. And if God says “Wait,” you have just received the gift of being able to make follow-up appointments with him. (“Not now” is nothing more than an invitation to bring up the subject again at a later date!) 

 

The lesson in all this? God offers you marvelous gifts through prayer. But don’t settle for mere gifts when the Giver also offers you himself.

 

Read Paul’s prayers in Ephesians 1:15-23 and 3:14-21. 

 

“Prayer doesn’t change God, it changes me.” —C. S. Lewis
 
“The main lesson about prayer is this:  Do it! Do it! Do it! You want to be taught to pray? My answer is: pray.” —John Laidlaw
