21.
Hearing God Speak 

 

When the apostle John wrote his “biography” of Jesus Christ, he introduced Jesus as “the Word” (John 1:1, 14).

 

He was explaining that Jesus appeared to “tell us” what God is like. Christ came to speak, to communicate the truth of heaven, and what He calls the kingdom of God, to the people of earth. Read the Gospels and see for yourself. During a public ministry that lasted about three years, Jesus went from town to town, preaching, telling stories, answering questions. Imagine that . . . if you’d been a citizen of Israel during that time, you could have actually heard God speak . . . live and in person!

 

What about us, though? What about now? Does God still speak? Do we have the chance to hear him?

 

Amazingly, yes! God speaks to us through all of creation. The psalmist declared: “The heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display his marvelous craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known” (Psalm 19:1-2 New Living Translation).

 

God also announces his existence through our human conscience (Romans 2:14-15)—that built-in sense of right and wrong. He further whispers to us through the events of our lives, through sovereign situations and trials. 

 

Primarily, however, God speaks through his written Word, the Bible. In the Bible God reveals clearly what He is like. Both in the Old and New Testaments, we see God’s character at work and how He interacts with His creation. We also discover in Scripture how to know God in a personal way. 

 

The benefits of listening to God speak to you through the Bible are numerous, but we’ll mention just three here. First, since we typically become like those with whom we associate, spending time with Jesus helps us become like Him (Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18). Second, we find strength and nourishment in listening to Jesus because his Word is spiritual food for our souls (Deuteronomy 8:3; Job 23:12; Psalm 119:103; Jeremiah 15:16; and 1 Peter 2:2). Third, in seeking to hear and understand and correctly handle God’s truth, we arm ourselves for the inevitable spiritual attacks we will face in the day ahead—see Psalms 119:9, 11; and Ephesians 6:10-18.

 

Read Psalm 19.

Can you think of a time when God’s Word pierced your heart? What happened? 

 

“Life begins with God. God imparts life through His Word by way of His Spirit.” —Chip Ingram
