18.
Trials, Temptations, Tribulations, and Testing

 

Writing a letter to some Christians once, the apostle James dropped this bombshell:

 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4).

 

Notice the passage says “whenever” and not “if ever.” In other words, hard times are to be expected. Followers of Jesus are not exempt from the troubles of this world. Does it seem odd to you that God would allow his beloved children to go through severe trials and would perhaps even orchestrate tough times of testing? And yet that is exactly the experience the New Testament describes and prescribes for Christians. 

 

Notice the passage says that trials and testing are not in our lives to destroy us, but to develop us and strengthen us. In them and through them, we develop perseverance, literally the ability to “remain under.” Think of a weightlifter “remaining under” a heavy barbell, and you get the picture. The experience is grueling, but because of it, we find ourselves becoming stronger and more confident. Without the stern test, we’d never know the faithfulness of God or what we can do when we lean on him.

 

Notice finally that when we understand God’s “big picture” purpose—to see us grow and mature, and, in the process, to demonstrate his own power, wisdom, and love (i.e., his glory) to the world—we are able to rejoice. Not a weak, insincere “Praise the Lord,” but a sense of gladness welling up from deep within.

 

The fact is we are caught up in something wonderful and mysterious and hugely important. This means our attitudes and actions, our responses to everyday irritations like broken computers, bounced checks, and rude co-workers are eternally significant.

 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1.

 

What are your biggest trials and troubles right now? How can you use the Bible truth above to respond in a wiser and more God-honoring way?

 

“If you are going to be used by God, He will take you through a multitude of experiences that were not meant for you at all. They were meant to make you useful in His hands.” —Oswald Chambers
