15.
Living Within God’s Freedom 

 

If you had to list the great atrocities of human history, slavery would certainly rank right up there. To subjugate a person, to control him, to take away her will—is there anything more brutal, more dehumanizing?

 

It’s worth noting that Jesus used the terrible scourge of slavery as a spiritual metaphor. He declared, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).

 

What a grim picture. What an accurate one. All of us can attest to the powerful way that internal urges and external pressures compel us to do evil. We feel powerless to say no. Sin seems to shackle us—either we do the wrong things, or we realize we’ve done right things, but with wrong motives!

 

The good news we’ve been exploring this week is that when we encounter Jesus and say, “I believe, and I will follow you,” everything changes. Including our bondage to sin! Christ says: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free . . . So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:31-32, 36).

 

Jesus says matter-of-factly that we are truly free from sin. He has liberated us from its penalty and power. What a breathtaking thought. We do not have to give in to sin’s suggestions! 

 

So why do we still struggle? Because of the continuing existence of our old, unredeemed human nature. This part of us is incapable of improving or upgrading (John 3:6; 6:63; Romans 7:18). Until the day we die, we will feel a powerful pull toward old, bad habits. But make no mistake, we are free. The only power sin has over us is the power we foolishly give it. 

 

All the more reason to stay in God’s truth—to know it and to live it.

 

Read Romans 6.

What feelings or thoughts do the words of Jesus above stir up within you? Why?

 

“Salvation would be a sadly incomplete promise if it did not deal with . . . our ruined state . . . It would call the leper clean and leave him to die of his disease. It would forgive the rebellion and allow the rebel to remain an enemy to his king. It would remove the consequences but overlook the cause, this would leave an endless and hopeless task before us.” —Charles Spurgeon, All of Grace, p. 36
