12.
Who Is the Holy Spirit? 

 

Maybe you’ve heard older Christians speak about the “Holy Ghost.” Maybe you’ve read in a newer Bible version about the “Holy Spirit.” Maybe you’re confused?

 

Here’s what all this “ghost” and “spirit” talk means. Though God took on human form in the person of Jesus Christ, our Creator is essentially spiritual (i.e., non-material). The Bible reveals him as one God who exists eternally in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Theologians call this difficult-to-comprehend idea “the Trinity” or “the Godhead.”

 

It’s important to understand that the Spirit is not merely God-like, or a messenger or servant of God. The Holy Spirit is God (just as the Father and the Son are). When Ananias and Sapphira concocted and carried out a dishonest plan, the apostle Peter accused them of lying to the Holy Spirit, and then charged, “You have not lied to men but to God” (see Acts 5:1-4). 

 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ. He possesses every divine quality the Father and Son have. This means the Spirit is also personal. He is not an “it.” 

 

In the eternal plan of God, the Spirit is instrumental in our salvation. He is the one who regenerates or gives life to people who are spiritually dead and separated from God (John 3:3-7; Titus 3:5). He is the one who indwells or takes up residence in the life of a believer in Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:19), giving us the power to live as we should, and guaranteeing us heaven (Ephesians 1:13) after this life. He is the one who unites us permanently with Christ and his body (1 Corinthians 12:13).

 

The Spirit does so much more. But the idea to grasp today is that apart from the Spirit of God, spiritual life and growth would be impossible. We could never know the Father and the Son without the Spirit. 

 

Read Romans 8 to learn more about the Spirit.

 

Up until now, what ideas or thoughts have come into your mind whenever you’ve heard the phrases “the Holy Ghost” or “the Holy Spirit”?

