10.
The Bridge

 

He’s been called countless names and given all kinds of titles: the Word, King of kings, Messiah, Emmanuel, Savior, rabbi, teacher, our great high priest. He referred to himself variously as the good shepherd, the door, the vine, the bread of life, the light of the world, and the resurrection and the life.

 

But the description we want to consider here is the one John the Baptist blurted out when he spotted Jesus walking toward him: “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

 

At face value, this strange outburst doesn’t mean much in a secular culture like ours, but to those who first heard it, it meant everything. The ancient Jewish faith called for animal sacrifice. Now, while the killing of innocent animals sounds cruel and barbaric, the divine penalty for sin (for ignoring God or defying him) was death. Sobering, isn’t it? Yet in former times God graciously permitted livestock to be killed and offered in place of the offending person. The problem was that under this system, the blood of sheep, bulls, and goats provided only a short-term answer to mankind’s sin problem. Relating to God required new sacrifices day after day, and year after year.

 

Now, in that context, re-read John’s exclamation. The prophet looks up, sees Jesus coming his way, and yells triumphantly, “Aha, at long last, this is the ultimate Lamb, the one God sent to fully and finally pay for all our sins!”

 

It is this kind of grace is that makes Christianity unique among the religions of the world: God, as righteous Judge, demanding the ultimate penalty (death) for the ultimate crime (sin). But then, as loving Father, supplying the very payment he requires.

 

It’s overwhelming to think about. Jesus came, not so much to teach and preach and heal (though he did all those things), but to die. The whole world was like one giant Death Row. We were all under the sentence of death. Christ takes our terrible punishment and offers a wonderful pardon to all who will trust in him.

 

Read John 18-19.

 

Why did Jesus have to die? Or put another way, what would have happened if he hadn’t died? Have you trusted in his death as your pardon?

