8.
The Truth

 

People doubt everything—and for good reason. Unscrupulous salesmen. Fast-talking politicians. Infomercials promising the world (or at least hair, weight loss, and muscles) for three easy payments of $29.95. Is it any wonder we are such skeptics? Ours is an age filled with deceptive claims and misleading promises. Ours is a culture where the “facts” change daily. 

 

People believe anything—and it’s not hard to understand why. When our society and culture discarded the notion of one absolute truth, we created a world of many truths. Long gone is any sort of ultimate standard of right or wrong that applies to all people of all time. Truth now is viewed as what “works” or “feels right” to each person. And God, to hear our world tell it, is whatever one wants him to be.

 

Contrast this messy “anything goes” philosophy of life to what Jesus said. “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Look at that statement closely. Jesus claimed to be “the” truth—not one more good idea among millions of equally valid ideas, but the definitive, final word about God. 

 

Some argue that such a claim is narrow and exclusive. And, well, they’re right. But look at it this way: At least there is one in whom we can trust and on whom we can base our lives. God hasn’t left us to muddle through the world. You don’t have to guess or wonder or try to cobble together some kind of unique belief system. Jesus claimed he is Truth with a capital T. Everything must ultimately be measured up against who he is, what he said, and what he did.

 

Read John 3 and 4 and see how Jesus presented himself to a highly moral religious leader and then to a woman of questionable character.

 

What are the potential dangers and practical problems of viewing every religious belief, no matter how strange, as equally valid? If there isn’t ultimate truth, what do we do when various beliefs contradict each other? How do we know what is right?

