7.
A Different Kind of Faith

 

Someone has said that religion is spelled D-O. It’s all the stuff people try to do in order to catch God’s eye and win his approval. Salvation, the hope of heaven? Religion says these can only be earned by diligent moral effort: adhering to oppressive rules, following specific rituals. The problem, of course, is that you never know when or if your efforts are enough. And besides, at the end of the day, what do you have to show for all your religious hoop-jumping? A distant, unknowable deity.

 

Enter Jesus. “I am the way and the truth and the life,” he announced, “No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). With these words, Christ was proposing a radically different kind of faith. One spelled, not D-O, but D-O-N-E. It’s an arrangement that has nothing whatsoever to do with us or our efforts. Rather, it’s all about what Jesus has already accomplished. Through his life, death, and resurrection, he gave us forgiveness and eternal life. It’s all by grace. We can’t earn God’s favor. It’s a free gift we simply have to reach out and accept. Receiving by believing. 

 

And did you see the true treasure in Christ’s claim? That’s right, he’s the way to the Father. In another place, he prayed, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). In other words, the Christian faith is supremely about a personal relationship with God. It’s about being made right with God. The Creator becomes our Father. We get invited to live forever in his very presence.

 

So there’s our choice: religion (the frustrating search for an aloof God) or the New Testament good news (God coming near, pursuing us in the person of Jesus). Which sounds like the better deal to you?

 

Read John 1.

 

Why do you think so many people are so attracted to “religion”?

