6.
God’s Love 

 

When it comes to God, what is it we need most? Not theological lessons about his infinite power or holiness. Not statements that he is personal and can be known. Not even reminders that he is always at work. What we need most from God is to be loved. 

 

The love of God is the only power on earth that can change our lives. It is not mere sentiment. It is not the detached obligation of a distant deity. On the contrary, God’s love is active and heroic. It is also shocking and radical. The apostle Paul expressed it this way: 

 

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s judgment. For since we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his life. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God—all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us in making us friends of God” (Romans 5:8-11 New Living Translation).

 

Is anything more mysterious? The love of God pursues those who aren’t even looking for it, those who deserve it least. Is anything in the universe more powerful? God’s love is able to turn his one-time enemies into his forever friends. More than that, the love of God prompts him to adopt us into his family: “See how very much our heavenly Father loves us, for he allows us to be called his children, and we really are!” (1 John 3:1 New Living Translation). 

 

Read Romans 8:35-39.

 

Write down some of the ways that God has shown His love to you throughout your life. 

 

“Abiding in the love of God is our only hope, the only true home for our hearts. It’s not that we mentally acknowledge that God loves us. It’s that we let our hearts come home to him, and stay in his love.” —John Eldredge, Wild at Heart Field Manual, Thomas Nelson Publishers, page 154.
