4.
God Is Personal
 

If all we ever knew about God is what we’ve seen so far—God is the Creator and he is holy—we would probably be both awed and discouraged.  An utterly perfect God who makes galaxies just for fun sounds intriguing, but not exactly approachable. 

 

And yet in other “snapshots” of God in the Bible we learn that:

· Before Adam and Eve disobeyed God, God used to literally come down into the Garden of Eden and “walk and talk” with them (see Genesis 3:8). Can you imagine such an experience?

· When God singled out Abram (later known as Abraham) to be the father of a chosen nation (see Genesis 12 and following), the two developed such an intimate relationship that, in the words of the apostle James, Abraham “was called God’s friend” (James 2:23).

· Even the portable worship center God instructed the Israelites to construct and carry with them (Exodus 25-27) was called “the Tabernacle”—a term that literally means “dwelling place.” In other words, God’s plan, his desire, was to live among his people.

Ultimately, of course, God did come and live among us. John 1 describes it in these jaw-dropping words:

“In the beginning was the Word [i.e., Jesus], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  

“No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side [i.e., Jesus!], has made him known” (John 1:18).

 

John’s point—the whole Bible’s point, really—is that God is personal. He is not aloof in the heavens. He is near. He is here. He seeks you. He longs to have a relationship with you. He wants you to know him and the rich life that only he can give.

 

Read John 10:10. 

 

When in your life have you felt closest to God? What made God so personal and real at that time?

