3.
God Is Holy 

 

To hear some talk, God is a just a magnified amalgamation of mankind’s best features. He’s like us, only bigger, more caring, more powerful, and definitely more “religious.” 

 

Maybe this kind of thinking explains why so many insist on calling God “the Man upstairs.” Perhaps this is the reason some people, claiming to have God’s sanction and blessing, do blatantly wrong things without even blushing. 

 

Consider what God told the people of Israel when they were first learning how to relate to him: “I, the LORD, am the one who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God. You must therefore be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:45 New Living Translation).

 

Did you get that? God describes himself as “holy.” That means he’s without sin. There’s no defect in his essential nature. He is absolute purity. He is, we might say, allergic to evil, hating all that is wrong. Did you also notice that God commands his people to be “holy”? That’s trouble. Because while you probably know a bunch of decent people (maybe you’re one yourself), you don’t know anyone who is, by strict definition, “holy.”

 

This is the great dilemma of the universe: a holy Creator and billions of unholy creatures. How can flawed people possibly be intimate with the one who demands ultimate perfection? His requirement is sinlessness, but in the gloomy words of the New Testament: “all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (Romans 3:23 New Living Translation). 

 

People are unholy, and, worse, we cannot make ourselves right in the sight of God. It’s this bad news that makes the message of Jesus such radically good news. “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6)!

 

Read the biblical account of mankind’s rebellion in Genesis 3.

 

How would you describe God’s holiness to a friend with little or no religious background?

