1.
New Life Begins  

 

Ever seen a female giraffe give birth? She squats slightly and—BAM!—out pops a baby giraffe. What a jarring entry into the world! But a five-foot fall is nothing compared to what comes next. The new momma proceeds to kick at her stunned newborn until it somehow manages to stand on its wobbly legs. Why?! Because the mother understands there’s a word for newborn giraffes that just lie there doing nothing—they are called “lunch.” Thus her goal is to get her offspring up and moving ASAP. The infant giraffe needs to learn lots of important stuff fast—how to run and eat. It has to get moving, learn the laws of the Serengeti, and develop smarts and strength, or it will become the main course for a hungry lion before the end of the week.

 

Guess what? This is also how the spiritual realm works. Meeting Christ and believing in him is an event the Bible calls being “born again” (John 3). The smart, successful businessman who trusts in Jesus to be his Savior may be 45 physically, but spiritually he’s just an infant who has to grow—or else. If he doesn’t quickly begin to mature in the faith, if he doesn’t learn some important facts about the spiritual life, he’s in real trouble. (NOTE: Did you know we actually DO have a lion-like enemy who wants to harm us—see 1 Peter 5:8.)


The apostle Peter, writing to some new Christians, once put it this way: “You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation. Cry out for this nourishment as a baby cries for milk” (1 Peter 2:2 New Living Translation).

 

That’s what this e-devotional series is all about—NOT that we’re going to kick you around! (Aren’t you relieved?!) But we DO want to help you get moving for Christ. 

 

Like every other new Christian, you need to understand some hugely important spiritual truths. By grasping some fundamental facts about who God is and what he’s done in you, and what he wants to do, you’ll not only survive in this harsh world, you’ll thrive.

 

Read Paul’s prayer for the growth of some new believers in Ephesians 1:17-23.

 

What are your three biggest questions about God?  
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